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PARTICIPANT IN OUR ANNUAL WALKATHON
ALREADY WISE AT THE TENDER AGE OF 15

Sometimes some of our youngest
supporters are our smartest!

here are times when we

at ABW get frustrated

with battling all the

misconceptions about
domestic violence.

‘When we hear reactions like,

“If it’s that bad, why doesn’t she just
leave?” or “What did she do to make
him that angry?”, it frustrates us
enormously to think that so many
people still don’t understand the
issue of domestic violence.

Then, again...there are times—
those “aha” moments—when we feel
like our work is all worthwhile.

Case in point: at our walkathon
last fall, “Walk a Mile in Her Shoes,”
one of the teens who was there to
participate, came dressed in shorts
and a T-shirt. Normal attire for an
adolescent—except that the winds
were howling and the temps were in
the 4.0s.

One of our staff members, a
friend of his mom, asked him—aren’t

you cold? Don’t you want to go to the

car and get a jacket? No, I'm fine, he

insisted.
Later on, his mom told our staff

person, “I asked him when we were

driving here, ‘are you sure you’ll be

warm enough? It’s pretty cold out
today, you know.”” He replied that
many of the women and children
who show up at our shelter come
with literally just the clothes on their
backs—and if they could tough it out
in a difficult situation, so could he,
in solidarity with them and their
plight.

Wow—someone’s mom did a
great job of raising this kid! Only
15, and already he “gets it"—he
understands what a challenge a lot
of victims of domestic violence face,
and how desperately they need help

sometimes.

That’s just the kind of result
we’'re hoping for when we go to
middle and high schools and colleges,
to talk about healthy relationships
and abuse. We meet with over
12,000 kids every year, and while we
can’t claim that everyone walks away
with the same depth of understanding
that this friend of ABW showed,
we hope that the message is getting
across to as many kids as possible.

We'’d love to put ourselves out of
business some day—to teach enough
people about domestic violence and
why it’s not acceptable, that it simply
stops. Maybe we’re crazy, maybe
we're daydreaming, but it’s a nice
goal to have.

In the meantime, we’ll continue
to be here, whenever anyone needs
us, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week—help

we can provide because of generous donors like

you and your support.
And when we get tired or

discouraged, or we wonder, will
anything ever change?, we’ll
remember the wise words of our
young friend, and find comfort in
the notion that perhaps things are

improving, one person at a time.




Last Fall, former board member Carson
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Piercy passed away in her home in Maryland.

Ms. Piercy and her husband were supporters

of ABW for many years. Carson served on our
board in the 1970s and 80s, and was President
from 1981 - 1983. Even after they moved out

of state to retire and be nearer to family, they

never wavered in their support for ABW and the

important work we do.

Former ABW Executive Director Phyllis
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In Memoriam
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Carson Piercy

Korn, who worked with Ms. Piercy for many

years, comments, “Carson cared deeply for the

rights of women...her heart was always in the

right place.”

It was a pleasure to know and have worked

with someone as generous and thoughtful as

Ms. Piercy, and we are deeply grateful for her

many years of dedication to our agency, and to

the cause of domestic violence awareness and

prevention.

Honor/Memorial Gifts

ifts made between September 9, 2010 and January 21, 2011.
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+ Domestic Violence Prevention and Education * Emergency Shelter

* Individual Counseling and Support Groups * Professional and Community Education

Walk a Mile In Her Shoes
Raises Over $4,400 for ABW!

A fine fall morning (well, OK, it was

cold and windy). ..millions of participants

for a good cause. Of course, getting to
chuckle at all those big, tough guys teetering
(well, how about 75 or so—but they were
VERY dedicated!)...thousands of steps taken
confidently and boldly (well, maybe a bit hollered, “Holy cow, how do you women

wobbly and wiggly?). [ M' I—'—e r 'S h 085 WEAR these things?”, we’d raise millions!)

‘What else could it be, but our annual Many thanks also to Verizon Wireless

around in dress pumps didn’t hurt! (if we

had a dollar for every time one of the guys

walkathon, featuring hairy ankles, muscular and Mr. Rooter Plumbing, our event

calves, and elegant stilettos—in size 12 and up??? (really, itis  sponsors; WRMM/WFKL/WZNE, our media sponsors; and

possible to be elegant, even at that size—it’s all about attitude!) Starbucks and Wegmans, whose generosity kept our walkers
Participants (male and female), supporters, board well-fed and caffeinated.

members, other volunteers, and staff members all braved a Watch our newsletter for details on our 2011 event, sure

chilly fall Saturday morning, and helped raise over $4,400 to be bigger, better, and wobblier than ever!




Second Annual

Celebration of

Tuesday, May 17, 2011
8:00 - 9:00 am

Temple B’rith Kodesh

2131 Elmwood Avenue
Continental breakfast

No charge to attend

®  We are very grateful to
three local family foundations that
have stepped up to help us with the
$35,000+ in budget cuts to our
Court Advocacy Program: The CORNELL/WEINSTEIN
FamiLy FOUNDATION gave us a grant of $20,000; the
McGowaN, GIN, Rosica FAMILY FOUNDATION granted our
request for $5,000; and the POLISSENI FOUNDATION gave us
$3,500 to help make up the loss of funding. The generosity
of these three foundations means we can continue to offer
assistance to clients seeking Orders of Protection in Monroe
County court, a huge step in protecting themselves and their
children, and in getting away from a violent situation. Many
thanks to all three foundations for their compassion and

support!

"  Once again, the MARY KAY AsH FOUNDATION has
given ABW a most generous grant of $20,000 for general
operating support. We last received this very prestigious
and competitive award in 2007, and are thrilled that the
foundation decided to renew their investment in us. Many
thanks to local Mary Kay representative THERESA KUSAK -
SMITH for her help and support in applying for this much-
needed funding!

®  The kind, hard-working students at the UNIVERSITY
OF ROCHESTER MEDICAL SCHOOL raised over $2,4.00 for
us at their annual Art Show and Sale last November. Every
year, they assemble a fine assortment of crafts, art, and other
goodies, the sale of which benefits ABW. We all look forward
to this event every fall—it’s so much fun, and so nice to see

the dozens of students who work so hard to put it together!

" Not only did the kind folks at GOLDEN STATE
FooDbs approve our grant request for $1,500 to buy much-
needed (year—round, not just in the fall) school supplies for
our youngest clients—they went out and did the shopping for

Community Support

Join us as we honor survivors whose lives serve as an example
of triumph over adversity!

Questions? Call 585-232-5200, ext. 265 or email JanisC@abwrochester.org
Details to follow this Spring

Linda Cornell Weinstein and Olivia Cornell, honorary co-chairs

us! Many thanks to them for their
ongoing support, and best wishes
to their co-worker, JOE SIRIANNI,
upon his retirement this coming

spring! We’ll miss working with him.

®  Aheartfelt thanks goes to PAUL AND MARTY
SMYTON, who donated the equivalent of the cost of an after-
dinner cash bar at their daughter’s wedding, at her request.
Best wishes to newly married couple, Brittany and Kollin,

and thanks for their kind gesture!

® Local interior designer BLYNN NELSON and friends
assembled an amazing array of local artists, crafters, and
vendors, at their third annual Women4Women event, held in
December. Entertainment, food, fun, and fashion greeted
those who attended the event, which raised over $4,000 for
the agency. Our thanks go out to them for their hard work

and creative spirit!

® The Women’s Skipper’s Invitational at the Genesee
Yacht Club raised over $500 for ABW last summer. Kudos
to L] FISHER for spearheading this lovely event and raising

money on our behalf.

® And a huge thanks to the many folks who've sent
in gifts recently in support of our many programs: the
BRIGHTER DAYs FOUNDATION, for an $1,800 gift to
help with expenses for our children’s programs; the MARY
MULLIGAN CHARITABLE TRUST, for granting our request
for over $6,800 in funding for our Windows Between
Worlds program that uses art to help victims of domestic
violence express themselves, safely and effectively; and the
RoOCHESTER PrESs Rap1o CLUB, the ROCHESTER GUILD
FOR SPECIAL CHILDREN, and the AIVIN AND RuTH THIEM
CHARITABLE TRUST, each of whom gave us $1,000 gifts

recently.

We are indeed fortunate to have so many kind, caring friends in our community!

Does your partner ever act in ways that
make you feel afraid?

Call Alternatives for Battered Women’s Hotline

(585) 232-7353 bLp
TTY (585) 232-1741 E3SSLIFNT N

CONFIDENTIAL

Are you receiving duplicate mailings from Alternatives for Battered
‘Women? Have you moved or changed your name? Do you know someone
who would like to be added to the mailing list? Please call Janis at

(585) 232-5200, ext. 265 and she will be happy to talk with you.
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